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Synopsis

Legal Research and Writing, 5E is an excellent reference tool for anyone in the legal field. The
research chapters cover the variety of media formats in which modern legal research is performed
including the Internet and CD-ROMSs. The writing chapters provide samples of letters, memoranda
of law and portions of appellate briefs and the included writing exercises are perfect for self-study.

Numerous photographs of books, sample pages and computer screens are also included.
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William Statsky is a member of both the ethics committee and the advisory council for the National
Federation of Paralegal Associations, as well as an instructor of online courses at Thomas Edison

State College in Trenton, New Jersey. He is the author of numerous groundbreaking legal textbooks



for paralegals and was a member of the transition team for then President-Elect Ronald Reagan.
Mr. Statsky holds a master of law degree (LL.M) in urban affairs, as well as a juris doctorate degree
(J.D.).

This book is VERY useful to a working paralegal or law office employee. A must for any shelf. Buy
this book..even the older editions are good. I'm a paralegal and licensed private investigator in
Michigan, so take my word for it. Get the information other paralegals would not even know about.

Amaze your boss!

WASTE BOOK WAS TORN TO PIECES WENT IN THE TRASH HAD HIGHLIGHTER ALL OVER
IT!!

Thank you very much

Very useful and helpful book for legal writing!

What a great book, | was able to pass my class with this guide.

"Legal Research and Writing" is frequently used in paralegal training courses as well as at the
university level for pre-law courses as it gives a good overview of legal research and writing. Much
of what’s in here, like Shephardizing and writing specific types of documents are still relevant, but
overall the book is showing its age (it was published in 1998) when it gets into websites and
technology. Granted, most of the websites are still valid but the section on Computer Research is in
desperate need of refreshing. Clearly this edition dates to the time when most paralegals and
attorneys still used books in a law library and the idea of doing research online was still cutting
edge. Fifteen years later that’s totally reversed where using books is so old school as to be
borderline laughable. Most firms have dispensed with large expensive libraries and moved to online
resources. What's here is solid but it may be advisable to find something a little more au currant.
This is pretty basic 101 stuff and those seeking more advanced instruction would definitely want to

look elsewhere. The glossary of terms is nice as well.

The coverage of legal research is excellent: comprehensive, well-written and suitable for the

apparent target audience of paralegals as well as beginning law students. As the book’s subtitle



suggests, it is a "starting" point and not an advanced (or even intermediate) course, but is a very
good overview of the complex array of legal sources. However, except for discussions of how to
construct citations, the book has virtually nothing significant about legal writing. Of its 406 pages,
only about 28 pages split topically into four chapters span actual legal writing and that page count
includes blank and banner pages. That content is disappointingly elementary as well. Anyone
needing even basic introduction to actual legal writing will need to look elsewhere. Note also that
this book was written in 1998, so its coverage of using the computer in research will be way out of
date. The photos of computers it uses are actually rather comical, looking like the collection in my
attic that | need to get rid of. | have taken college-level courses in legal research and associated
topics and was awarded a certificate in paralegal studies, so | do have prior background in this area.
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